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1 . SUMMARY: IN HIS TRADITIONAL CHRISMAS ADDRESS TO 
THE ROMAN CURIA, POPE PAUL ASSESSES SIGNIFICANT 
HOLY SEE ACTIVITIES DURING YEAR, TRACES OUTLINES OF 
VATICAN POSITIONS ON MAJOR INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, 

AND REVIEWS THE "STATE OF THE CHURCH" FOR 
1976. IN THIS YEAR'S ADDRESS, POPE PAUL HAS 
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SELECTED FOR SPECIAL COMMENT THE FOLLOWING 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES: TERRORISM AND RELIGIOUS 
OPPRESSION, LEBANON AND MIDDLE EAST, THE ITALIAN 
CONCORDAT. END SUMMARY. 

2. TERRORISM AND RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION. ON 
DECEMBER 20 POPE PAUL IN HIS 1976 CHRISTMAS ADDRESS 
TO THE ROMAN CURIA CONDEMNED TERRORISM WHICH 

IS "COLDLY ORGANIZED BY OBSCURE FORCES" AND 
CRITICIZED THE PENAL SYSTEMS OF SOME COUNTRIES FOR 
HAVING BECOME "SCHOOLS FOR DELINQUENTS." A SIMILAR 
GENERALIZED CONDEMNATION WAS MADE WITH RESPECT TO 
THE "LIMITATIONS, PRESSURES AND SOMETIMES OPPRESSION" 
IMPOSED ON THE CHURCH AS AN INSTITUTION OR BELIEVERS 
AS INDIVIDUALS IN SOME COUNTRIES IN EUROPE, ASIA, 

AFRICA AND AMERICA. THE ONLY SPECIFIC COUNTRY CITED 
IS RHODESIA, IN CONNECTION WITH WHICH HE EXTOLS THE 
COURAGE OF BISHOP LAMONT FOR FIGHTING AGAINST 
OPPRESSION AND RACISM. (COMMENT: IN LAST YEAR'S 
ADDRESS (ROME (1975) 18947), THE POPE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED THE "HOSTILE CLIMATE" EXISTING IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ROMANIA AND IN CERTAIN REGIONS OF THE 
USSR." IN ADDITION TO NOT MENTIONING SPECIFIC 
COUNTRIES, IT IS INTERESTING THAT POPE PAUL MAKES 
NO ASSESSMENT OF VATICAN OSTPOLITIK IN LIGHT OF 
THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. 

3. LEBANON, THE MIDDLE EAST AND JERUSALEM. THE 
SECTION ON LEBANON AND THE MIDDLE EAST IS ESSENTIALLY 
A RESTATEMENT OF RECENT VATICAN POLICY AND DOES NOT 
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PROVIDE ANY NEW IDEAS. WITH RESPECT TO LEBANON, 

THE POPE EXPRESSES SATISFACTION WITH PRESENT 
PACIFICATION EFFORT, ENCOURAGES LEBANESE LEADERS 
TO DIRECT THEIR EFFORTS TOWARD RESOLVING PROBLEMS 
WHICH ENGENDERED THE CONFLICT AND TO RECONSTRUCTION, 
AND PROMISES VATICAN "COLLABORATION." POPE ALSO 
EXPRESSES HOPE FOR THE REESTABLISHMENT OF LEBANON 
AS A RESPLENDID EXAMPLE OF COEXISTENCE AMONG 
COMMUNITIES WHICH, ALTHOUGH DISTINCT IN RELIGION, 

ARE UNITED BY LOVE FOR A COMMON FATHERLAND. 

4. WITH REGARD TO MIDDLE EAST IN GENERAL, THE 
POPE HOPES THE CONSENSUS AMONG EXPERTS THAT THE 
MOMENT SEEMS PROPITIOUS FOR A "NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT" 
CORRESPONDS TO REALITY AND THAT THE APPROPRIATE 
"AUTHORITIES WILL KNOW HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT." 
HE ALSO EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT THE PROBLEM WILL BE 
RESOLVED "IN SPIRIT OF JUSTICE AND EQUITY" AND 
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THAT IT WILL ALSO INCLUDE "AN ADEQUATE SOLUTION FOR 
THE PROBLEM OF THE HOLY PLACES-CHRISTIAN, HEBREW 
AND MOSLEM-AND IN THE FIRST PLACE THE PROBLEM OF 
JERUSALEM." 

5. THE ITALIAN CONCORDAT. POPE TURNS RECENT 

GOI PROPOSAL TO REVISE THE 1929 LATERAN CONCORDAT 
"AN INITIATIVE OF HISTORIC PROPORTIONS" AND 
RESTATES VATICAN COMMITMENT TO NEGOTIATE A 
REVISION WHICH WOULD MAKE IT A BETTER INSTRUMENT 
FOR GUARANTEEING "CORRECT AND AMICABLE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN STATE AND CHURCH," WHICH WILL CONTRIBUTE 
TO "RELIGIOUS PEACE AND TO THE MORAL AND 
SPIRITUAL BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE." HE URGES A 
QUICK CONCLUSION TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. THE "STATE OF THE CHURCH." THE NEARLY TWO-THIRDS 
OF THE ADDRESS WHICH IS DEVOTED TO THE "STATE OF THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CHURCH" OUTLINES HIS EFFORTS TO UPDATE THE CHURCH 
IN ACCORD WITH THE INDICATIONS OF VATICAN COUNCIL II, 

AND CIRITICIZES THE "CONTRASTING DEVIATIONS" 

EXISTING WITHIN THE CHURCH WHICH ON THE ONE HAND PROPOSE 
CHANGE "WITHOUT LIMITS” AND ON THE OTHER "REJECT 
EVERY CHANGE." POPE PAUL ENDS THIS PART OF 
HIS ADDRESS WITH A RESOUNDING DEFENSE OF THE "RIGHT 
OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY." RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, HE STATES. 

IS NOT BASED ON THE PROPOSITION THAT ALL RELIGIONS 
ARE MORE OR LESS EQUAL, BUT IS FOUNDED "ON THE 
DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON, WHICH REQUIRES THAT 
THERE BE NO EXTERNAL CONSTRAINTS WHICH TEND TO 
OPPRESS CONSCIENCE IN SEARCH OF THE TRUE RELIGION AND 
IN ADHESION TO IT." END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

6. THE POPE'S 1976 ADDRESS HAS A CONDIDERABLY SOFTER 

TONE THAN THE ONE IN 1975. IN ADDITION TO OMITTING 

DIRECT REFERENCES TO RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION IN EASTERN 

EUROPE AND THE LACK OF AN ASSESSMENT OF THE FOLLOW-UP 

TO THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT, THERE IS NO STATEMENT ON THE 

DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED IN THE CHURCH’S DIALOGUE WITH 

MARXISM AS A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SYSTEM. WE BELIEVE 

THAT THESE INTERRELATED OMISSIONS ARE 

EXPLAINED BY SEVERAL REASONS. FIRST, DURING 1976 VATICAN 

OSTPOLITIK DEVELOPED POSITIVELY IN RELATION TO BULGARIA, 

ROMANIA AND HUNGARY. SECOND, THE VATICAN HAS RECEIVED 

DIPLOMATIC PROMISES FROM BOTH THE SOVIET UNION AND 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR FORWARD MOVEMENT ON CHURCH-STATE ISSUED 
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IN THE COMING YEAR. (FINALLY, VATICAN WILL HAVE AN 
ADDITIONAL FORUM FOR STATING ITS CASE VIS A VIS HELSINKI IN 
THE 1977 BELGRADE CONFERENCE.) THUS, THE VATICAN HAS 
DECIDED ON THE GENERALIZED FORMULATION AS IT APPEARS 
IN THE POPE'S ADDRESS RATHER THAN RISK ANTAGONIZING THE 
SOVIET UNION AND OTHER EAST EUROPEAM COUNTRIES THROUGH 
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DIRECT REFERENCES. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. BEAUDRY 
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